

[image: C:\Users\HZPRUK\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Crewsaver press release header.jpg]
For release: 26th November 2018 
Crewsaver safety packs distributed by the Andrew Simpson Foundation get more people safely involved in sailing
In 2017, the Andrew Simpson Foundation distributed more than £20,000 worth of Crewsaver marine safety equipment. These ‘safety packs’, including buoyancy aids, helmets, wetsuits and spray tops were donated to several Sailability clubs in the UK and nine other international sailing associations including Argentina, Moldova and St Kitts. 
The funds distributed were used to enable each of the beneficiaries to safely increase their on-water capacity and enable more young people to access sailing. The safety pack grants were made possible thanks to the Foundation’s longstanding partnership with Crewsaver, who is dedicated to helping the Foundation deliver on its mission of increasing participation in sailing and improving the lives of young people. 
Matt Bridge, Crewsaver’s Commercial Director says “It’s an incredible feeling knowing that the Crewsaver safety packs are enabling these clubs and centres to expand their activities to get more people safely involved in sailing”
A year on since the packs were distributed, the Foundation has received an incredible amount of positive feedback demonstrating the impact that this equipment has had both on the individual organisations and the sport itself. 
Safety Pack Testimonials 
“We had to beg, steal and borrow to get enough buoyancy aids together for our aquatic outreach event earlier in the year. These buoyancy aids that have been granted to us were invaluable for this event and they are used regularly as part of our weekend/afterschool/summer programs ever since.” – Nicholas Dupre, Vice Commodore, St Kitts Yacht Club.
Argentinian Youth Development Coordinator, Hernan Vila Mosso replied - “It was nice to give all the equipment to Fundación de vela Inclusiva OptiNic, a highly deserving sailing school in the north of Argentina, as they do a fantastic job of working with extremely poor children and developing their social skills. Separately, they also train and develop sailors from grassroots level up to national championship levels”. 
Keith Stubbs of Carsington Sailability commented - “The grant that we have received from the Foundation has enabled us to increase our capacity to host larger groups with a more diverse range of buoyancy aids - especially the junior sizes. The spray tops also provide great protection for our visiting disabled sailors. Carsington Sailability has confidently been able to host and instruct over 350 visitors this season. The additional capacity has allowed us to manage groups more effectively. Being awarded this grant has also enabled us to direct our limited resources to other projects including replacing a pontoon hoist to enable transfers. Therefore, we are continuing to ensure a safe environment with appropriate safety clothing for our disabled sailors, many of whom have a limited income.” 
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Notes to Editors

Crewsaver is a world-leading manufacturer of marine safety equipment and clothing for the commercial and leisure marine industries. Based in Gosport, Hampshire, the company designs and manufactures bespoke safety equipment for several countries’ Special Forces, and the aviation and oil industries. Crewsaver is the only company to hold an exclusive contract to supply lifejackets to the UK government’s Environment Agency and the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI). They are part of the Survitec Group. 

www.crewsaver.com    

Survitec Group Survitec is a global leader in survival and safety solutions to the marine, defence, aviation and offshore markets. Survitec has over 3,000 employees worldwide covering 8 manufacturing facilities, 15 offshore support centres and over 70 owned service stations. It is further supported by a network of over 500 3rd party service stations and distributors. Across its 160-year history, Survitec Group has remained at the forefront of innovation, design and application engineering and is the trusted name when it comes to critical safety and survival solutions. 
www.survitecgroup.com 
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